great an influence on the health?is so essential to personal beauty, and often to domestic happiness, that it is one of the great objects sought for by all conscientious dentists. The curative art of the dentist has been brought to such perfection, that he can succeed, by a rational and judicious treatment, in preserving a very great number of carious and painful teeth, with, however, the following exceptions:? lstly, those the crowns of which are too much decayed to admit of plugging, an operation to which a carious tooth should always be submitted when it is required to preserve it for any length of time. 2ndly, those attacked by periostitis, a disease which generally terminates in a fistulous opening in the gum, and in most cases, necessitates the extraction of the tooth.
[Jan'y, It often happens that odontalgia presents itself with an intensity insupportable, produced by the exposure of the dental pulp. In such cases, the patient will not usually consent to a course of treatment which to him appears to be but the commencement of a new series of sufferings; he asks but to be relieved from agony, by the readiest possible means, the extraction of the tooth which has caused him so much pain.
It is especially in such cases when other remedies have been objected to, and when the tooth affected happens to be one of the bicuspids, that I practice luxation. This operation, which I have been in the habit of performing for nearly two years, and which, although limited in its application, has already enabled me to save a number of teeth that would have been lost without it, is performed with the key of G-arengeot, and consists in raising the tooth in its socket, and replacing it immediately. The operation is somewhat analogous to that of extraction, although great difference exists between the two, it being necessary to employ much more care and precaution in making the movement for luxation than for extraction.
The result of luxation is the immediate insensibility of the dental pulp, so that the carious portion of the tooth may be removed at once, without causing the slightest irritation; the tooth is saved, and with one-half the pain to the patient than would have been caused by extraction.
Without an anatomical demonstration, one might very rationally conclude that insensibility of the dental pulp must result from the rupture of so vascular and nervous a filament as that which is broken in the process of raising a tooth in its socket. In elasticity of the walls of the alveolus will be sufficient to retain it in its place. For this purpose, it must never be forgotten to press slightly upon that part of the alveolus bent out of its position, in order that it may be placed in its original position.
Usually, from six to eight days are required to fix the tooth firmly in its socket, and nothing remains but to preserve it from the effects of caries, and to give strength and solidity to the crown, both of which effects will be produced by properly plugging the cavity.?lb.
